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the times, the status of the teaching profession in the universities was very high,
surrounded with privileges, exemptions, and immunities. University professors did not
acquire the wealth of noblemen or high churchmen, but they enjoyed much better
than average living and held an enviable place in public respect and social esteem. At
Oxford and Cambridge they gained special representation in Parliament, and as a group
they were often sought out to decide important questions of heresy or theology or
even political disputes. The cathedral schools and universities were key agencies in the
formation of a distinctive Western civilization in the late Middle Ages. The university's
role in shaping the culture and thought of Western civilization did not reach such a
zenith again until the spurt to modernization in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries.